August 28, 2006

Dear Friends,

It is with great emotion, and agitation that I write to you.  Many of you were able to meet our beloved friend, Refugio Gregorio Bautista, known as Doña Vicky, during the two and a half months that she was visiting our province of British Columbia this spring and summer.  Many of you were impressed and inspired by the dignity and fierce determination of this small woman from the Mixteca nation in the Mexican state of Oaxaca.  We learned a lot from her straightforward ability to express her critique of violence and national and international greed, in favour of her communities, and her organization the Popular Indigenous Council of Oaxaca (CIPO).  Maybe you heard how she and other women organized to block the installation of a McDonald’s in the heart of historic Oaxaca City.  If you were really, really lucky, like I was, you were able to eat some of her seemingly endless production of traditional foodstuffs, from tamales to atole, and especially her now world famous mole.

In late July Doña Vicky returned to Mexico, to Oaxaca which is virtually in a state of war.  Since the teachers went out on strike in May of this year, then were brutally repressed in mid-June, civil unrest in all of Oaxaca has been on a horrendous downward spiral, as state brutality is ever greater and more ferocious.  Government forces, often disguised in plain clothes and wearing hoods, are regularly attacking protesters who have occupied many central areas of the city.  Bands of thugs (known as porros), paid by the state authorities to create havoc and destruction, have been roving the city, regularly attacking civilians.  Many members of the popular organizations have been brutalized, injured, imprisoned under torturous conditions, disappeared and even out right murdered.  More than 300 communities and groups have organized under the banner of the Assembly of Oaxacan Popular Organizations (APPO) and their unifying demand is the removal of power of the brutal state governor, Ulises Ruiz.

Doña Vicky has been active as a CIPO representative to APPO as soon as she returned to Oaxaca.  She has been involved in every way, and especially within her own neighbourhood, where she is looked to as a leader.  She has most recently been involved in blockading an important roadway, a citywide non-violent tactic organized by APPO in order to prevent the free movement of roving death squads that have been terrorizing the city.

On Friday August 25th, two cars were randomly stopped on the highway near Doña Vicky’s neighbourhood by right-wing supporters of the corrupt governor.  The occupants of the cars were forced out, and told to go find Doña Vicky if they wanted their cars to be returned.  Doña Vicky was found, and came immediately to the scene where she was threatened and brutalized verbally by some 80 individuals. She was told she was going to be stripped naked, burnt alive and that her home was going to be burned to the ground.  She confronted her attackers courageously, was able to negotiate the return of the commandeered vehicles (which were badly damaged by then).  Finally she was able to break away and return to her family’s home, which is now being guarded by members of the popular organizations.

Doña Vicky, CIPO, APPO, the popular and indigenous communities of Oaxaca critically need our support.  First of all, by becoming aware of the situation (thank you for reading this far!)  Please distribute this letter as widely as you can.  Please contact us for any daily update in English that you might need.  If you understand Spanish we can connect you directly to CIPO, and the newspapers Noticias de Oaxaca and La Jornada are a decent source for state and national perspectives on the situation (just google them).

If you are able, please write letters.  Please write to Doña Vicky, and to all the members of CIPO, as they really need our love and encouragement.  Please write to Mexican authority figures and let them know that they and their “security forces” are under surveillance by international eyes.  Please write to Mexican human rights organizations and encourage them to continue to be vigilant.  If you are able to provide financial support to CIPO please do that by sending help to:  

Banco Nacional de México, SA. Domicilio Hidalgo # 821. col.Centro, Oax. C.P.68000, Sucursal Oaxaca, No. 120, Suit: Banamex: BNMXMXMM, Cuenta: 002610012077451770  or  cheques made out to Gil Aguilar mailed to 2791 W. 11th Ave, Vancouver, B.C. V6K 2L8
If you are interested write to us and we’ll send you a copy of Doña Vicky’s internationally famous mole recipe adapted for North American and European communities!

Thank you for joining us in this struggle as we walk with our beloved friends on the front lines in Oaxaca.  We will continue to keep you informed, and will let you know how things develop in these scary, yet potentially exciting times.

In Peace,

Emilie Smith

Here are relevant contacts and addresses:

President: Vicente Fox Quesada email: vicente.fox.quesada@presidencia.gob.mx, radio@presidencia.gob.mx, webadmon@op.presidencia.gob.mx
Telephone (55) 50911100 y (55)151794


Secretario de gobernación: Carlos Abascal Carranza. Telephone (00 52) 5 55 546 Email segob@rtn.net.mx

Procurador General de la República: Daniel Cabeza de Vaca. Telephone (00 53) 4 60 904 Email: ofproc@pgr.gob.mx

PLEASE SEND COPIES, SUPPORT LETTERS TO VICKY AND TO CIPO TO  ciporfm@yahoo.com.mx


Cipo’s Website:  www.nodo50.org/cipo  

Telephone: +(951) 51-78183 y +(951) 51-78190 

E-mail: cipo@nodo50.org, mujercipo@hotmail.com, los_magoneros@hotmail.com 
